
Long Island Sound: Ours to protect, restore and enjoy
Nearly twenty years ago, a plan to restore 
an ailing Long Island Sound took shape, 
spurred by a unique partnership of those 
who shared a love of the Sound. 

Over the years the Citizens Advisory 
Committee (CAC) of the Long Island Sound 
Study, a diverse group of businesses, 
organizations and municipalities, has taken 
action to improve the Sound’s health.

Like most residents in our region, the CAC, 
now co-chaired by CFE/Save the Sound’s 
Curt Johnson, believes the beaches, 
harbors, bays and shores of Long Island 
Sound define this place we call home.

There has been significant progress. We’ve 
restored and protected over one thousand 
acres of open space and habitat, re-opened 
miles and 
miles of rivers, 
substantially 
reduced nitrogen 
pollution, 
and engaged 
thousands of 
children and 
residents with 
education 
programs 
and volunteer 
opportunities. 

But our 
heritage—which 
is centered on 
appreciating 
beautiful 
views of the 
coast, enjoying 
our beaches, 
sailing and 

kayaking, clamming and fishing—remains 
threatened. Litter still fouls our coastline. 
Raw sewage continues to close beaches 
and shellfish beds. And great areas of open 
beach, marsh and forest along our coast are 
jeopardized by over-development.

We need to protect our landscape, not only 
for the birds, fish and other animals that 
depend on special habitats, but also to 
rebuild the economically vibrant legacy of 
shoreline industries and neighborhoods for 
our children and their children.

Today, advised by the best Long Island 
Sound scientists and experts, we have 
developed a practical and attainable Action 
Agenda to heal and restore the Sound. It’s 
time to bring together all who care about 
the Sound to make a real difference.
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SoundBites
The end of DEP and the beginning of DEEP
The massive bill creating the Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) 
as the successor agency to DEP passed both 
houses and was signed 
into law by Governor 
Malloy — but only 
after months of often 
fractious debate.

The new agency 
combines the functions 
of the DEP and the 
DPUC (renamed the 
Public Utility Regulatory 
Authority), along 
with other energy-
related functions of 
the Office of Policy and 
Management. 

What’s in a name?

Chief among DEEP’s stated goals — and 
notable for environmental advocates — is 
“increasing the use of clean energy and 
technologies that support clean energy.” 

Under this new arrangement, DEEP appoints 
the Energy Conservation Management Board 
(ECMB), the Commissioner is the chair of 
the ECMB and the utilities are nonvoting 
members. The utilities continue their role 
to shape cost-effective energy conservation 
and market transformation initiatives. 

The bill also renames and re-tasks the cur-
rent Renewable Energy Investment Board 
as the Clean Energy Investment and Finance 
Authority, (CEIFA) which is constituted as 
a new Quasi-Public entity, governed by a 
13-member Board of Directors.

Through it all, the prospect of cuts at DEEP 
and other state agencies that could force 

compromises in Connecticut’s basic obliga-
tions to its land, air, and water loomed large 
for CFE. 

CFE victories

When the dust had 
settled, major agency 
layoffs were avoided, 
and the Council on 
Environmental Quality 
(CEQ), Connecticut’s only 
official environmental 
watchdog, narrowly 
survived the threat of a 
shutdown.

And CFE succeeded in 
pushing through several 
important refinements to 
the legislation. By push-
ing for home electron-

ics environment efficiency standards 
on appliances, CFE helped ensure the 
bill would protect consumers and lower 
electrical bills in Connecticut, which has 
the highest electric rates in the continental 
United States and some of the worst air 
quality because we depend so heavily on 
fossil fuels for heat, electric power and 
transportation.

CFE also helped effect changes to the 
Green Loan Guaranty Fund program and 
CEIFA which offer a very good framework 
for expanding the deployment of energy ef-
ficiency retrofits for residential, commercial 
and public buildings. 

The “Green Bank” should bring solar panels 
and energy efficiency retrofits within reach 
of more homeowners, businesses and 
municipalities.
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Fighting for air, land  
and water
 
To ensure that the dustup over DEEP did 
not obscure threats to the future of our 
air, land and water, CFE helped block 
several anti-environment roll-backs 
from becoming law, including bills to:

•  Rubber-stamp permit applications 
if the state failed to act upon them 
within 90 days;

•  Allow private engineers to certify 
compliance with environmental regu-
lations (which was opposed even by 
engineers); and

•  Undo seven years of work to develop 
streamflow regulations.

CFE didn’t just defeat destructive bills. 
We advanced constructive measures 
that will help protect and restore 
our air, land, and water and bring 
new jobs to Connecticut.  We also 
helped secure funds for sewage treat-
ment upgrades and other clean water 
infrastructure projects that will bring 
cleaner water and new jobs to Hartford, 
Danbury, Norwalk and cities across 
Connecticut. And helped create new rail 
and bus rapid transit lines to help reduce 
pollution, ease congestion on our roads, 
and create jobs.

Setting sail with  
SoundVision
For the first time in 20 years, citizens, 
organizations from around the Sound, 
representatives from state and federal 
agencies and our top elected officials 
are galvanized around a four part action 
planlaying out specific steps for restoring 
the Sound spearheaded by Save the Sound.

Each part of the SoundVision Action 
Agenda focuses on a unique aspect of the 
Sound and its enduring value to all the 
communities that rely on it, including:

1) Protecting clean water and healthy 
rivers to reduce the pollution that 
closes beaches and shellfish beds;

2) Creating safe and thriving places 
for all Sound creatures, such as fish, 
birds, seals and other animals that 
have made the Sound their home for 
centuries — and places where we can 
all come and enjoy the Sound; 

3) Building Long Island Sound 
communities by promoting our 
region’s traditional water-based 
industries; and

4) Investing in an economically 
vibrant Long Island Sound by 
working with our elected officials to 
maintain and expand public and private 
investments in the Sound.
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In SoundBites
A new vision to save the Sound

The mission of Connecticut Fund for the Environment is to 

protect and improve the land, air and water of Connecticut  

and Long Island Sound. We use legal and scientific expertise 

to bring people together to achieve results that benefit our 

environment for current and future generations.
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Your membership matters
Have you responded to the Matching Gift Challenge we sent in the mail? Please respond with a gift as quickly and as generously 
as you can before the November 30th deadline.

This generous Matching Gift Challenge comes from one of our own Board members and can double your gift, dollar-for-dollar, 
up to $25,000! So thanks for your help in the past and please and please give today. Your gift can go twice as far, but only if you 
give by November 30, 2011!

 

DEEP Commissioner Dan Esty 
 addresses an audience of environ-
mental advocates in Connecticut.

Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro talks with children aboard the New 
Haven SoundVision Schooner/Soundwaters Tour on August 9, 2011. 
Thanks to a grant from NY Community Trust, SoundVision hosted press 
events, educational forums and seven public sails — beginning in 
Mamaroneck on August 1st and concluding in Greenwich on September 
6th. Nearly all the sails sold out, helping to engage elected officials 
and members of the public while bringing media attention to the new 
SoundVision Action Agenda. 



   

A seismic shift in energy and environmental policy
The earthquake that shook the East Coast this summer could have been nature’s soundtrack for the 
sweeping changes to DEP set in motion by Governor Dannel Malloy.

DEP is now DEEP, which stands for Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. Led 
by Commissioner Dan Esty — our former Board member who resigned his post at CFE when 
Malloy named him DEP Commissioner — DEEP merges the former Department of Environmental 
Protection, the Department of Public Utilities Control, as well as the energy policy division of the 
Office of Policy and Management. 

Dan is at the helm of not just a name or org chart change. He presides over a fundamental shift in Connecticut energy and 
environmental policy. Transferring both energy and environmental responsibility from DEP to DEEP means the agency will:

• Encourage technologies compete against each other for 
renewable energy funds; 

• Restructure the Renewable Energy Investment Board, as the 
Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority); and

• Be in a position to develop a comprehensive energy plan for  
the state.

CFE helped pioneer the vision that Connecticut’s rigorous protection 
of our environment would create a natural business advantage for us 
in the new green economy, including the clean energy economy. We 
intend to work as closely with DEEP as we did with DEP. But CFE also 
intends to keep a close eye on this new agency to ensure that the core 
environmental functions performed by DEP continue to be a strong 
focus for DEEP.

What does all this mean for you as a CFE member? It means your 
moral and financial support for CFE is more urgent than ever. 
Acronyms may change, but our commitment to our natural resources 
shouldn’t. CFE is relying on your continued support to continue the 
progress we’ve made to protect our rivers, streams, 
and Long Island Sound from stormwater and sewage 
pollution. To improve the quality of the air we 
breathe. And to preserve our last, best lands and 
habitat for wildlife and people alike. Those are the 
changes that must continue to reverberate across 
Connecticut — across administrations — and 
across generations.

With best regards, 

Don Strait, Executive Director
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Hurricane Irene left an extraordinary amount of 
marine debris along our coastlines. More than 
ever, our shorelines and waterways, and the 
living things that call them home, rely on the 
helping hands of volunteers. Save the Sound, 
Connecticut’s state-wide coordinator for the 
International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) — (the 
largest volunteer effort to remove trash from 
shorelines and waterways around the world — 
is coordinating dozens of cleanup events along 
local beaches and riverfronts this fall. The 26th 
annual ICC cleanup on September 17, 2011 
added to efforts already this year by an army of 
2,606 volunteers who’ve helped remove 18,800 
pounds of refuse from 64 miles of Connecticut 
coastline— nearly 10 tons of trash out of our 
fragile waters. To join one of our ongoing series of cleanups or 
to ask about our Corporate Cleanup program, call Volunteer and 
Outreach Coordinator Kierran Broatch (203) 787- 0646, Ext. 113.

Save the Sound volunteers help heal our coastlines
A step forward for cleaner air and less congested roads
CFE’s Transit for Connecticut Coalition was a major player in the 
effort to promote new solutions that will help people in our 
region stop sitting in traffic and start moving to reduce pollu-
tion, ease road congestion and create jobs. Following Governor 
Malloy’s public support of the New Britain/Hartford Busway, the 
Bond Commission released $89,740,000 in funds for the Busway, 
demonstrating the state’s commitment to the project and allow-
ing construction to commence. Federal funding for the Busway is 
expected shortly. Construction will commence upon receipt of fed-
eral funding and DEEP approval of the project’s wetlands permits. 
Existing bus service and existing fares also were spared from 
budget cuts, thanks to Transit for Connecticut and its Coalition 
partners.

A new ally in the fight to protect public drinking water
CFE has filed an amicus curiae (friend of the court) brief in the 
Eureka case to limit or deny a high-density affordable housing 
application in the town of Ridgefield. Part of the property at issue 

falls within the Saugatuck Watershed, a public drinking water 
supply watershed for approximately 500,000 consumers. 
In a very important development, the Attorney General’s Office 
also has agreed to submit an amicus brief on behalf of the 
Department of Public Health. This should demonstrate to the 
court how important this issue is, and it should encourage other 
allies to step forward with CFE and all those who are concerned 
about the safety of the public water supply. 

Smooth sailing for West River tidal restoration
On the West River in New Haven, a set of 12 timber gates 
restrict the tidal flow of salt water into the watershed upstream. 
This prohibits fish passage, changes the plant species found 
in the watershed, and degrades water quality. To allow a more 
free-flowing West River, we soon will install three self-regulat-
ing tide gates (SRTs) to open 5.8 miles of fish passage and 
restore more than 50 acres of marsh habitat. The work also 
includes construction of a raised boardwalk/pathway and native 
plantings along the Edgewood Park Duck Pond. 

Protecting air, drinking water and natural habitat

Protecting and restoring the  
Sound upstream
Our ability to protect and restore the Sound begins far upstream, 
with rivers and streams free of stormwater and sewage pollution 
that degrade water quality for everyone and everything in the 
path to Long Island Sound. That’s why Governor Dannel Malloy’s 
Clean Water Fund bonds were a bright light in the otherwise 
dreary budget discussions: $187 general obligation bonds (grants) 
and $472 revenue bonds (low interest loans). Save the Sound 
worked hard to ensure that these funds would be authorized so 
projects slated for 2012 and 2013 can still move forward, provid-
ing clean water and jobs to communities that need them. This 
new funding is essential in ensuring other projects like the recent 
Hartford, Mattabassett, and New Haven upgrades move forward 
and create quality jobs here in Connecticut.

At CFE’s Annual Meeting, held on Sunday, October 2nd from 
1 to 4 p.m. at the Stamford Yacht Club, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (see 
photo above) spoke about the role that natural resources play in 
our work, our health, and our identity as Americans. A passionate 
environmental speaker, he reminded us that we have a respon-
sibility to protect and preserve our planet for future generations. 
More than an advocate for the environment, Kennedy is an 
architect and agent of change. From solar energy to wind power 
and more, he shows us how it is truly possible to become energy 
independent while making the world a better place. 

Also at the Annual Meeting, CFE honored several local champions 
in this fight, including:

Fairfield County Community Foundation for their leadership 
and support for public transportation, clean air and a cleaner and 
safer Long Island Sound.

Louise Fabrykiewicz for her leadership in engaging citizens in 
stewardship of Long Island Sound; and

Nancy Seligson for her passionate and effective leadership in 
protecting Long Island Sound.

CFE honors environmental heroes at Annual Meeting

Nancy Seligson is recognized for her tireless advocacy on behalf 
of Long Island Sound. Presenting the award from CFE/Save the 
Sound are (l-r): Don Strait, Johan Varekamp and Curt Johnson. 

Hurricane Irene lashes homes near Long Island Sound.
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Local college students carry debris off the beach at Sandy Point 
in West Haven. Volunteer groups from Quinnipiac University, 
Hillhouse High School, West Haven High School and the Land 
Trust of West Haven pitched in to help in the coastal cleanup as 
part of National Estuaries Day on September 24, 2011.

One of the many enthusiastic groups that turned out this fall to 
clean up the beaches of Long Island Sound.


